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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECIN, FR 

SUBJECT: POTENTIAL JOINT VENTURE WITH ALSTHOM-ATLANTIQUE 
(A-A) 

REF: LONDON 07325 


1 . PER REFTEL WE CONTACTED JEAN MARTIN-GOUSSET TO 
DISCUSS POTENTIAL FOR COOPERATION WITH U.S. FIRMS. 
ALSTHOM'S MAIN INTEREST AND MARTIN-GOUSSET'S SPECIFIC 
TASK IS TO DIVERSIFY THE FIRM'S ACTIVITIES, ESPECIALLY 
IN THE SHIPBUILDING SECTOR, TO ABSORB UNEMPLOYMENT AND 
AVOID LAY-OFFS. 


2. ALSTHOM IS WELL ALONG, FOR EXAMPLE, IN NEGOTIATIONS 
WITH GRUMMAN INTERNATIONAL TO PRODUCE SHIPPING 
CONTAINERS IN FRANCE. HOWEVER, MARTIN-GOUSSET WAS 
LESS ABLE TO SPECIFY OTHER AREAS FOR POTENTIAL 
COOPERATION. A-A HAS BEEN EXPLORING NEW SOURCES AND 
TECHNOLOGIES IN THE ENERGY FIELD, AS WELL AS INDUSTRIAL 
POLLUTION CONTROL. 


3. HE DOES HAVE A CLEAR IDEA OF THE KIND OF 
COOPERATION ENVISAGED. HE STRESSED THAT A-A IS 
LOOKING FOR MORE THAN LICENSING AGREEMENTS. THEY SEEK 
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PARTNERS WILLING TO WORK FROM "POINT ZERO" TO EXPLOIT 
NEW TECHNOLOGIES TAKING ADVANTAGE OF A-A'S VAST RANGE 
OF FACILITIES. IDEALLY THIS WOULD INVOLVE SMALL TO 
MEDIUM SIZED U.S. FIRMS DEALING IN ADVANCED 
TECHNOLOGIES. 


4. POST WOULD APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM THE MAJOR 
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PROJECTS DIVISION REGARDING POTENTIAL PARTNERS FOR SUCH 
LABOR INTENSIVE PROJECTS IN THE ENERGY AND POLLUTION 
CONTROL FIELDS. 

HARTMAN 
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